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statesman this may perhaps be true; not of the scholar. Whatever the bias and error of his work or the vagueness which hangs round all Utopian construction, he owes it to a less leisurely world to show what his studies have- to say of practical value. Nor will pure defence on The the old lines continue to satisfy any one ; the conserving party is lost if its whole policy is a negative clinging to forms that have lost their substance; phrases that needed have lost their meaning. If every institution stands in re orm< need of thorough overhauling, it is the ideologue who may in the first instance suggest. He may be revolutionary without actually subverting the constitution. And the true reformer is he who suggests what are the vital, what the worn-out elements or factors, in the body politic. He should not destroy root and branch, but he must ascertain whether there are still unexhausted resources upon which we may draw for a nation's welfare, and perhaps for the happiness of a world.
In this sense a * conservative' may be party to a revolution.   In a time of despondency and criticism, he is only anxious to make the most of these undeveloped resources.   He will gladly abandon many shibboleths, if he can guard a valuable substance.   He will not hesitate to expose many accepted fallacies and run counter, if need be, to all the supposed tendencies of the age.   The His aloof. pages which follow will contradict many of the dearest parties, assumptions of the modern statesman or the modern writer; not from any spirit of wilful paradox but in a conviction that the onlooker can judge best of the game. The writer will not seek to minimize the entire difference of view; it will be no compromise that he offers.   But and Ms in regard to motive and high principle he will never ^tli ail. attack the champions of order and privilege, the advocates of personal and industrial liberty, the newer party whose practical interest in the welfare of concrete individuals must command universal sympathy.   That much